
SATTERFIELD & PONTIKES CONSTRUCTION SPEAKS OUT ON ARIDUS®

THE PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

+ A multi-functional facility and community revitalization project in South Dallas

+ 213,616 square-foot replacement school

+ 20,000 cubic yards of concrete; 5,000 cubic yards of Aridus® Rapid Drying Concrete 
covering 120,000 square feet of floor.

+ Divided by expansion joint–Side One: structural steel on a 12-inch flat slab; Side Two: 
Approximately 130,000 to 150,000 square-feet, three-story cast-in-place pan slab

PROJECT TEAM

Owner: Dallas Independent School District
Architect: KAI Texas
General Contractor: Satterfield and Pontikes Construction, Inc.
Concrete Supplier: Redi-Mix Concrete, a U.S. Concrete Company

www.us-concrete.com
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The owner selected Aridus Rapid Drying Concrete to compress the project 
schedule. It typically will take anywhere between 4 to 8 months to get below 80% 
relative humidity inside your concrete. With Aridus we achieved this in 21 days, 
giving us the option to install flooring significantly sooner, which is phenomenal.”

– Jim Hagemann Construction Manager – Satterfield & Pontikes Construction Inc.

Billy Earl Dade Middle School

SCHEDULING CHALLENGE

+ Original schedule was 14 months

+ District requested shortened schedule to coincide with Fall 2013 school opening

ARIDUS® CONCRETE ADDRESSES CHALLENGES

+ Aridus® was selected for its fast drying and high-early strength advantages

+ The use of the Aridus® concrete cut the construction schedule by 30 percent (from 14 
months to 10 months), resulting in a similar reduction in construction overhead costs

“Cut construction schedule by 30%”

ARIDUS® AT-A-GLANCE

Problem: Floors Gone Bad
Aridus® Rapid Drying Concrete is the first ready-mix 
concrete solution for preventing moisture-related floor 
covering failures, an industry-wide problem that costs 
millions of dollars annually in damage, downtime, repair 
and replacement.

Impacts of Flooring Failures
+ Construction Delays
+ Cost Overruns
+ Moisture Mitigation

Options:
Today’s options attempt to seal in the moisture, but 
none get rid of the problem within the concrete, nor 
do they address RH. In addition, these costly and late 
stage treatments do not prevent the moisture problems 
from the beginning.

Why Aridus®?
Aridus® Concrete is a scientifically engineered rapid 
drying concrete that consumes excess water, thereby 
preventing moisture problems from the very beginning 
by accelerating the concrete drying time.

+ Eliminates moisture issues
+ Eliminates costly and time-consuming moisture 

mitigation systems or extended drying time, 
thereby offering schedule savings

+ Eliminates moisture related environmental hazards
+ Superior performance as compared to 

conventional concrete: 
  • High-early strength
  • Superior compressive strength
  • Improved drying shrinkage properties
  • Very low permeability
  • Significantly reduced curling
+ Your insurance policy

+ Environmental Hazards
+ Liability Issues
+ Damaged Reputation

Billy Earl Dade Middle School
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Billy Earl Dade
Middle School

– KAI Texas Architect

KAI TEXAS SPEAKS OUT ON ARIDUS®

We have seen first-hand projects impacted by moisture in the slab resulting in 
emulsification underneath the flooring. Aridus not only prevents moisture-related 
floor covering failures, but it significantly reduced the construction schedule for 
this project. The psi numbers came up fast, allowing us to quickly strip forms 
and remove shoring. Working with Aridus is almost like pouring high and early-
strength concrete.

Within 21 days we were able to achieve the acceptable standard of measures 
to start receiving the floor – this was phenomenal. It typically takes anywhere 
between four to six, to even eight months to get below 80% relative humidity 
inside standard concrete. 

Aridus is an amazing product and will become a future part of the specifications 
going forward.”

BASF ADMIXTURE SYSTEMS SPEAKS OUT ON ARIDUS®

– Zachary Grimes Senior Sales Representative – BASF Admixture Systems, Texas

Aridus’ high performance concrete made with BASF’s admixtures adds value to 
fast-paced projects. It’s great to be part of this solution for the Dallas Independent 
School District!”

PARTNER

BASF Admixtures 

U.S. Concrete is proud 
to work with BASF’s 
Construction Chemical 
division.

The Admixture Systems business of BASF 
Construction Chemicals was founded in Cleveland, 
Ohio in 1909 as Master Builders, Inc. For nearly a 
century, the company has continued to push the limits 
of chemistry and convention to develop and introduce 
products that improve concrete in any application. 
Today, the Admixture Systems business remains a 
leading innovator in the development, manufacturing 
and marketing of chemical admixtures and silica fume 
for concrete used in the ready mix, precast, paving, 
manufactured concrete products and underground 
construction markets.

We offer the widest range of concrete admixtures 
available from a single source, used to improve 
the plastic properties of concrete such as; placing, 
pumping, finishing and appearance. Our respected 
Master Builders brand products improve hardened 
engineering properties of concrete.

A CLOSER LOOK

+ Aridus® reached full strengths within 48 to 72 hours. This allowed the team to 
accelerate the initiation of the next steps – stripping the form work, removing the 
shoring, putting in the re-shores, and providing mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 
in overhead spaces on the floor below.

+ Aridus® achieved 5,000 psi within 3 days. This positively affected the schedule – 
building was put “in the dry” earlier, thereby allowing the team to start finishes sooner.PROJECTPROFILE  6


